
Week   #2   -   Be   Imitators   
I   Thessalonians   1:1-10   and   Learning   

Weekly   Study   Guide:   
  

  
For   Discussion:   

  
1. Read   the   following   passage   and   make   note   of   what   God   knows.   

  
● Psalms   139:1-6,   13-16     
● Psalms   147:4-5     
● Isaiah   55:8-9     
● I   John   3:20     
● Hebrews   4:12-13     

Day   1   Read   and   Listen   Read   or   listen   to    I   Thessalonians   1:1-10.   

Day   2   Read   and   Copy   Read   and   copy   I   Thessalonians   1:1-10   onto   a   plain   piece   of   paper,   leaving   a   
large   margin   for   notes   later   this   week.   

Day   3   Observe   and   Ponder   Read   I   Thessalonians   1:1-10     
● Make   at   least   three   observations   from   the   text,   writing   in   the   margin   

of   your   paper.   
● Using   your   observations,   write   out   one   question   you   might   have   in   

response   to   it.   If   you   cannot   answer   it,   bring   it   to   the   group   to   share.   
● Paul   thanks   God   for   the   Thessalonians   and   gives   three   specific   

things   for   which   he   is   thankful   about   them.   Mark   with   the   numbers   
1,   2,   3   in   the   text   the   three   things   Paul   is   thankful   for.   Would   Paul   
thank   God   for   you   in   this   same   way?   Why   or   why   not?   

● Circle   the   word   imitator,   and   write   the   dictionary   definition   in   the   
sidebar.     

● As   Christ’s   followers,   like   the   Thessalonians,   we   are   learning   about   
Him   and   how   to   walk   in   a   manner   worthy   of   Him.   In   verses   9-10,   we   
see   the   progression   of   the   Thessalonians’   faith.   Mark   the   
progression   seen   in   this   passage   with   first,   second,   and   third.     

Day   4   Memorize   and   Meditate   Take   time   today   to   read   through   1   Thessalonians   1   again,   maybe   even   in   a   
different   translation,   and   make   note   of   what   you   learn   from   the   text   about   
your   God.   

  
Memorize:   I   Thessalonians   1:2-3   
“We   give   thanks   to   God   always   for   all   of   you,   constantly   mentioning   you   in   our   
prayers,   remembering   before   our   God   and   Father   your   work   of   faith   and   labor  
of   love   and   steadfastness   of   hope   in   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ.”   

Day   5   Practice   and   Pray   Re-read   I   Thessalonians   1   and   write   a   one-sentence   summary   of   the   
passage   at   the   bottom   of   your   handwritten   page.   

  
Take   some   time   today   to   complete   the   Learning   chapter   in   the   UFC   
Discipleship   Handbook   if   you   have   not   already   done   so.   

  
In   your   prayer   time,   consider   starting   with   one   thing   to   praise   our   God   for   
that   you   learned   about   Him   in   this   chapter.   



  
2. Reread   I   Thessalonians   1:1-10.   Our   God   is   all   knowing,   but   we   are   not.   We   are   created   beings   and   

limited   in   that   we   cannot   know   everything.   This   means   that   throughout   our   whole   life   we   can   be   
learning   about   God   and   His   creation.   What   are   the   ways   that   you   learn   new   skills?   How   do   the   
Thessalonians   learn   from   Paul   in   verses   1:4-6?     

  
  

3. Who   do   you   imitate?   What   does   it   look   like   for   you   to   imitate   that   person?   How   is   that   different   
from   learning   something   in   a   classroom   setting?   

  
  

4. Who   imitates   you?   What   might   they   be   imitating   that   is   Christlike?   
  
  
  

5. Part   of   imitating   others   helps   us   to   reorient   our   loves.   What   was   the   progression   of   faith/learning   
for   the   Thessalonians   in   verses   9-10?   What   does   your   progression   of   faith/learning   look   like?   

  
  
  

6. In   teaching   school,   we   often   heard   that   if   you   can   teach   something   then   you   really   know   it.   Reread   
Deuteronomy   6:1-9.   What   are   we   supposed   to   know?   How   can   we   teach   it   to   others?   

  

  
Put   it   into   Practice:   

  
1. In   this   week’s   sermon   as   well   as   what   we   have   read   in   I   Thessalonians,   we   see   that   part   of   our   

work   of   faith   is   to   grow   in   our   knowledge   of   who   our   God   is.   List   at   least   three   different   
characteristics   you   learned   about   your   God   from   this   passage.   

  
  

2. In   each   season,   our   time   and   schedules   might   look   different.   How   are   you   able   to   spend   time   with   
God   in   His   Word   tomorrow?   This   week?   This   month?   This   year?   

  
  

Prayer:   
  

One   of   the   gifts   that   we   have   that   we   can   give   one   another   is   to   hold   each   other   up   in   prayer.   Record   ways   
that   you   can   be   praying   for   your   sisters   this   week,   and   then   pray   for   them   this   week.   

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  


