
 Week #4 - Our Church Family 
 I Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 and Community 

 Weekly Study Guide: 

 Day 1  Read and Listen  Read or listen to I Thessalonians 2:17-3:13. 

 Day 2  Read and Copy  Read and copy I Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 onto a plain piece of paper leaving 
 a large margin for notes later this week. 

 Day 3  Observe and Ponder  Read I Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 
 ●  Make at least three observations of the text and write in your 

 margin. 
 ●  Using your observations, write out one question you might have in 

 response to it. If you cannot answer it, bring it to the group to share. 
 ●  Go back through I Thessalonians 1-3:13 and mark all references to 

 familial terms (i.e. brother, father, mother, etc…) 
 ●  Put a box around the words "to see." In the margin, make note of 

 who wants to see who and why. 
 ●  Underline the word faith. Grab your computer and use 

 blueletterbible.com to find the definition of faith (under tools and 
 dictionaries) as well as cross-references. Make notes in the margins 
 about the definition and your findings. 

 Day 4  Memorize and Meditate  Take time today to read through I Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 again, maybe 
 even in a different translation, and make note of what you learn about your 
 God from the text. 

 Memorize: Pick a verse from this passage to hide in your heart this week. 

 Day 5  Practice and Pray  Re-read I Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 once more and write a one sentence 
 summary of the passage at the bottom of your handwritten page. 

 Take some time today to complete the Learning chapter in the UFC 
 Discipleship Handbook if you have not already done so. 

 In your prayer time, consider starting with one thing to praise our God for 
 that learned about Him in this chapter. 

 For Discussion: 
 1.  *Share some of your best and worst experiences within Christian community. 

 2.  Paul repeats over and over how much he longs to see the Thessalonians and be with them. What 

 do we learn about Christian community from this section of scripture? 

 3.  One of the reasons why Paul wanted to come and see the Thessalonians face to face was to learn 

 about their faith. After the report back that he received, he says that he prays that he can see them 
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 face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith. What do you think that it means "to supply 

 what is lacking in faith"? How do we help others grow in their faith today? 

 4.  Paul uses familial terms to describe his relationship with the Thessalonians. What do the different 

 familial references (brothers, father/child, nursing mom/baby) show us about how we should 

 relate to other believers as family? 

 5.  *What cultural forces have the potential to derail Christ-centered community and our faith? What 

 steps can you (or your group) take to contagiously remain faithful to God’s invitation to 

 community and our faith? 

 6.  *Read Acts 2:42-47. What inspires you from this description of the early church? Which elements 

 are simply descriptive (just a description) and which are prescriptive (a prescription for us to do) 

 for us today? How did the community of early believers contribute to growing in their faith? 

 Put into Practice 

 1.  *Read Colossians 3:12. This passage invites God’s followers into five communal commitments. 

 Reflect on how those shape the way you show up in our church community as well as how they fit 

 into the context of Colossians 3. 

 Prayer: 
 One of the gifts that we have that we can give one another is to hold each other up in prayer. Record ways 
 that you can be praying for your sisters this week and then pray for them this week. 
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