
 Week #7 - Our Steadfast Hope 
 I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 and Evangelism 

 Weekly Study Guide: 

 Day 1  Read and Listen  Read or listen to I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 . 

 Day 2  Read and Copy  Read and copy I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 onto a plain piece of paper leaving 
 a large margin for notes later this week. 

 Day 3  Observe and Ponder  Read I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 
 ●  Make at least three observations of the text and write in your 

 margin. 
 ●  Using your observations, write out one question you might have in 

 response to it. If you cannot answer it, bring it to the group to share. 
 ●  Circle the word hope. Write the definition in the margin. 
 ●  Underline the phrases the “coming of the Lord” and “day of the 

 Lord.” 
 ●  Box the word “Therefore.” As therefore is a transition word 

 connecting two sections, use the margin to explain how the sections 
 before and after the “Therefore” are connected. 

 Day 4  Memorize and Meditate  Take time today to read through I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11  again, maybe 
 even in a different translation, and make note of what you learn about your 
 God from the text. 

 Memorize: Pick a verse from this passage to hide in your heart this week. 

 Day 5  Practice and Pray  Re-read I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 once more and write a one sentence 
 summary of the passage at the bottom of your handwritten page. 

 Take some time today to complete the evangelism chapter in the UFC 
 Discipleship Handbook if you have not already done so. 

 In your prayer time, consider starting with one thing to praise our God for 
 that learned about Him in this chapter. 

 For Discussion: 
 1.  Describe a time that you hoped for something and it happened or you received it. What was it like 

 in the waiting? What was it like when it was fulfilled? 

 2.  Paul tells the Thessalonians that they are not to grieve as one without hope. What is the hope with 

 which he encourages them? 

 17 



 3.  Read the following verses and make a note of what it teaches about hope: 

 ●  Proverbs 13:12 

 ●  Lamentations 3:21-23 

 ●  Hebrews 4:16 

 4.  Many of us know from experience that hope deferred does make our hearts sick. But we have hope 

 in our faithful God whose mercies are new every morning and is the anchor of our souls. Take a 

 moment to remember the character of God. What aspects of His character are anchoring you in His 

 hope today? 

 5.  Twice in this passage Paul charges the Thessalonians to “encourage each other with these words.” 

 Why might Paul and the Thessalonians find encouragement in talking about the coming day of the 

 Lord? How might that be an encouragement to you? 

 6.  *Read Acts 2:14-41, 7:1-53, and 17:22-32. Compare and contrast these sections. How does the 

 audience or context shape how the good news of Jesus is proclaimed. How is the good news 

 proclaimed in I Thessalonians (hint: how are they to encourage each other)? 

 Put into Practice 

 1.  Like the Thessalonians, we are to encourage others with the words that Jesus is coming and our 

 hope is in Him. Reflect on your own faith, the way you naturally share good news. How does that 

 translate to evangelism in your life? 

 Prayer: 
 One of the gifts that we have that we can give one another is to hold each other up in prayer. Record ways 
 that you can be praying for your sisters this week and then pray for them this week. 
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