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Greetings, Friends.

We are so thankful for each of you. We have journeyed together through the

Gospel of John to Come and See Jesus. All of the signs, wonders, and I AM

statements pointing to Jesus as God incarnate now come to a climax in the last

chapters of John. His time on earth culminated in the victory over sin and death,

which we celebrate on Easter.

We have included a few elements in your porch drop and have some extra special

features on the blog to help each of us enter the story and walk with Jesus toward

the cross. We hope you will take time to read and listen to the story in His Word,

remember the truth of who He is through the singing of hymns, and use tactile

tools like foot washing, seder, and communion to live out and remember our

Passover Lamb.

If you are not familiar with a Christian Passover Meal or Seder, we have included

the order of service for you to follow with your family and friends. All you will need

are the elements for the seder plate (see the next page for a list), grape juice, your

Bible, this booklet, and a special meal to share and enjoy.

May God bless you as you Come and See Jesus’ love poured out for you this

Easter.

Blessings,

The University Fellowship Women’s Ministry Team

Jamie Harms, Jaime Sherman, Joanna Sheppard, Brianna Hines







The Seder Plate

Each element on the seder plate tells part of the story of the Israelites’

exodus from Egypt. On a single plate, line the edges with all the elements

listed below except the matzah. Also, before you begin the seder, be sure

to have a small dish of salt water next to the plate. Here’s what each

element represents:

Matzah - blessings for the whole community

Maror (bitter herbs) - the bitterness of slavery

Karpas (parsley and salt water) - new life/tears

Charoset (apple mixture) - mortar for bricks

Zeroa (bone) - the passover lamb

Baytza (egg) - festival sacrifice, new life

The Cups of Wine

Part of the seder story is depicted in the four cups. Be sure everyone has

their own special cup designated for these cups and plenty of wine or juice

for four small glasses per person.

“Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you

out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from

slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with

great acts of judgment. I will take you to be my people, and I will be your

God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought

you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.’” Exodus 6:6-7

Cup of Sanctification - I will bring you out of Egypt.

Cup of Deliverance - I will deliver you from bondage.

Cup of Redemption - I will redeem you with an outstretched arm.

Cup of Praise and Acceptance - I will take you to Me for a people.



A Christian Passover Meal

Leader: Joyously we come together to celebrate Jesus Christ’s sacrificial

death and resurrection. Because of His crucifixion we have symbolically

been passed over by the shedding of His blood. Praise be to God!

Light the candles.

Unison: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has

chosen us from the beginning of time, exalting us by making us holy

through the blood of the Lamb of Christ. In love You have given us, O Lord

our God, Sabbaths for rest, holidays for joy, festivals for gladness, and the

Son for our redemption.

You give us this feast of unleavened bread, the season of our freedom, in

commemoration of the Jewish liberation from Egypt and of universal

liberation from sin and its punishment. Blessings to our God who saw fit to

deliver us!

Wash hands. A pitcher is sent around the table to wash hands. Some also

wash each other's feet. This was part of the Jewish cleansing rituals for

them to eat the feast.

Read aloud Exodus 6:6-7 and I Corinthians 1:30 as you toast the first cup

of Sanctification.

The youngest asks Question #1: Why are we eating unleavened bread,

or matzah, tonight?

Leader: We eat the matzah to remind us of the fact that the Israelites did

not have time to wait for yeast to rise because they had to be ready to

move when God said. For us as Christians, it reminds us to live lightly,



always ready to go when the call comes. For in the twinkling of an eye,

like a thief in the night, Jesus is going to return, and we will all go home.

We eat matzah because tonight we remember Jesus by whose stripes we

are healed. Yeast leavens, or puffs up, as pride and sin inflates our hearts.

Yeast reminds us of the words from I Corinthians 5:6-8. Let’s read this

passage together.

Unison: Read Corinthians 5:6-8.

Tonight we eat unleavened bread, bread without yeast, to remember

Jesus, who was without sin.

Unison (Break the matzah in half.): Because He was broken for us.

The youngest asks Question #2: Why are we eating bitter herbs?

Leader: For on that long ago night, that night of Passover for the children

of Israel, God said that “bitter herbs they shall eat” (Exodus 12:8), and we

do, too, to remember the bitterness of the cruel slavery of the Israelites to

Pharaoh and to recall the bitterness of our ugly bondage to sin.

These herbs also serve as a reminder to us Christians of the many who

have gone before us and have suffered even unto death that we may

know the joy of the good news of Jesus. Most importantly, we think of the

suffering of Christ on the cross for each of us, how Jesus, our Bread of

Life, has paid the price and absorbed our bitter sin.

Dip a small piece of matzah into the bitter herb (horseradish) and taste.

Unison: Read Psalms 22:12-18.



Leader: So in our celebration, we remember the great cost of our

deliverance from our sins.

Read aloud Exodus 6:6-7 again and Romans 6:20. Toast the second cup,

the cup of Deliverance.

The youngest asks Question #3: Why tonight do we dip our herbs

twice?

Leader: This parsley stays green year round and represents the continual

rebirth of growing things. As Scripture states, God causes all things to

grow (Colossians 2:19). While the green reminds us of the growth of new

life in spring, it also serves to remind us Christians of the new life He has

given us in His Son.

Unison: We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the

Father, we, too, may live a new life (Romans 6:4).

Leader (Dip a parsley spring into the salt water.): As they wept salty tears

for their life of slavery, they painted the door lintels with the blood of the

lamb that the angel of death might pass over them, so they might live. For

without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.

And like this parsley that stays green year round, we, too, have eternal life

because of the sacrifice and resurrection of Christ. As we dip the parsley

into the salt water, we remember with our tears our sin and the cost of our

new and eternal life in Christ through His work on the cross.

Dip the parsley again, this time into the small glass dish of charoset.

But now we have hope. Because of the blood shed by the thorns piercing

Jesus’ brow. Because of the blood from the wounds of the nails that we in



faith mark on the door of our hearts. Now we wipe away our tears, for we

have new life in Christ. We have been rebirthed into His hope.

Read aloud Exodus 6:6-7 again, Galatians 3:13, and Deuteronomy

21:22-23. Toast the third cup, the cup of Redemption.

At this time, the full meal is served and enjoyed by all.

Leader: In the center of the table is placed a goblet of wine that is

reserved by the Jews for the coming of Elijah. The Israelites believed he

would foretell the coming of the Messiah. This cup remains for them to

welcome Elijah and his announcement of the Messiah’s return. But our

Lord said in Matthew 11:14 that John the Baptist, “He is the Elijah who

was to come.” John the Baptist proclaimed Christ’s coming — the arrival

of Jesus as our Messiah! So for us as Christians, we do not leave the cup

untouched, but we each share in it and in the joy that hope has come true!

The Messiah has come to us! He is alive to give our lives eternal joy,

promise, and hope of an eternity with Him!

The youngest asks Questions #4: Why are we eating the meal

reclining?

Leader: Because our Passover Lamb has bought our freedom. Tonight

we remember that we are no longer slaves, but children of the very King

of kings. Free men, royalty, recline while eating. So, as Jesus who

reclined at the Last Supper, we, too, lean back this night for we are free to

come before God, who is upon the throne!

As the Jews needed the blood of a lamb on their doorposts for the angel

of death to pass over them, so we need the blood of the Lamb on our

hearts for the angel of death to pass over our souls. And we have the

Lamb as John the Baptist proclaimed, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes

away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). He was a voluntary sacrificial lamb,



for Jesus said, “No one takes my life from me, but I lay it down of my own

accord” (John 10:17-18).

Hold up the bone from the plate or serve lamb with the meal.

We take this lamb to represent the voluntary sacrifice of Jesus, God’s own

gift of the perfect Lamb, for our sins that punishment may pass over us.

Because of Jesus as our Passover Lamb, we have been given new life in

Him.For this we give Him praise.

Hold up the egg as a symbol of new life that we have in Christ.

Read aloud together Exodus 6:6-7 again and Matthew 26:29. Toast the

fourth cup, the cup of Praise and Acceptance.

Traditionally, Psalms 113-118 and 136 are part of Jewish liturgy for a

seder. Designate a volunteer from around the table to read a

representative Passover psalm:  Psalms 116.

Unison: Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise Him who has

set the captives free! The tomb is empty! He is alive! The Lamb has come

and taken away the sins of the world!

Unison (Sing the Doxology together.):

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Praise Him all creatures here below.

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen.

Unison (Toast around the table.): Next Year! In the New Jerusalem!



Additional Holy Week resources can be found at ufcwomen.blog.
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