
Week #3 - For the Cause of the Gospel
Philippians 1:12-26

Weekly Study Guide:

Day 1 Read and Copy Read and copy Philippians 1:12-26  in your own handwriting.

Day 2 Observe and Ponder Re-read the Philippians passage
● Make a note of what the passage tells us about God in your margins.
● Make at least three observations from the text, writing in the margin

of your paper.
● Using your observations, write out one question you might have in

response to it. If you cannot answer it, bring it to the group to share.

Re-read the Philippians passage and write a one-sentence summary of the
passage at the bottom of your handwritten page.

Day 3 Practice and Pray Take time to answer the discussion questions provided to prepare for your
group time on Thursday.

In your prayer time, consider starting with one thing to praise our God for
that you learned about Him in this chapter.

For Discussion:

1. Community Builder: Briefly share a time in your life that was hard, but where you found God
faithful.

2. When Paul wrote Philippians, he did so from prison. It might have been easy for Paul to become
discouraged regarding his work with the churches in spreading the gospel, but what do we learn
from Paul as to how he perceives his situation in verses 12-14.

3. God was with Paul and used him while he was in prison. Nothing is a waste of time with our God as
he can use everything for good. Take a look at the two accounts below. What kind of hard
circumstances were endured? To what end did those circumstances come?

● The Story of Joseph
(Gen. 37:12-36, 39:7-23, 40:20-23, 41:9-14, 41:39-40, 42, 45:1-11 47:13-15, 50:19-21)



● The Story of Jesus’ death and resurrection
(Matt. 26:1-5, Matt. 26:36-73, 27:11-61, 28:1-10)

4. It can be easy for us to get stuck in our own circumstances and not step back and remember that
God is with us in our circumstances, is working in our circumstances, and can give us joy in our
circumstances despite the hardships. Read Isaiah 61:1-3. What circumstances in your own life
right now are areas where you need to step back and remember that God can turn it into good and
make it beautiful ?

5. While Paul is in prison, others with different motives continue to proclaim the gospel to others.
What two motives does Paul attribute to those preaching the gospel (v. 15-17)?

6. Paul had every reason to be jealous of these preachers who were teaching, some out of love and
some out of selfish motives, while he sat in prison, yet in v. 18, he wraps up this description of
preachers with “and in this I rejoice.” What is it that is causing Paul to rejoice? How does his
perspective guard against jealousy? How can we adopt this same attitude of rejoicing in our
circumstances like Paul?

7. When Paul says in v. 21 “ for me to live as Christ and to die is gain,” we could easily think that he is
seeking his own death, but he is not. Read the following verse and note the truths about life and
death when we belong to God from each of the following verses:

● Galatians 2:20

● Romans 14:8

● 1 Corinthians 6: 19-20



Put it into Practice:

8. In I Thessalonians 5: 18, it says that we are to give thanks in all circumstances. This does not
necessarily mean being thankful for the hard thing that you face, but that God can work through
that hard thing that you are facing. Just like Paul in prison, we too can be thankful that our God is
with us, that he is working in us and through us, and that he can make something evil turn out for
good. Take a few minutes today to write down 10 things that you are thankful for as you rejoice
that God is at work even in our suffering.

9. Taking time to look back over Philippians 1:12-26, make note of what you learned about the
character of God this week. Given the truth you know about His character, what is one way that
truth will change the way that you live this week? If you are comfortable, share this with your
group to encourage one another and help hold one another accountable to living in that way this
week.

Prayer:

One of the gifts that we have that we can give one another is to hold each other up in prayer. Record ways
that you can be praying for your sisters this week, and then pray for them this week.


